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In Your Packets

• Six Shifts for ELA and Mathematics!

• Copy of PowerPoint!

• Curriculum Maps for Grades 3-8!

• Samples of Module Assessments!

• Standards to Look for in Student Work!

• Grade Nine Reading Closely Checklist



Why Standards Now?

• 20 % of college freshmen required remedial reading 
courses (National Center for Education Statistics, 
2004b)  

• Only 30% of students enrolled in any remedial 
reading course went on to receive a degree or 
certificate (NCES, 2004)  

• Over 75% of surveyed students who dropped out 
indicated that difficulty with reading was a major 
contributing factor (Reid Lyon, 2001)



Why Standards Now?

• For college readiness:!
• “Performance on complex texts is the clearest 

differentiator in reading between students who are 
likely to be ready for college and those who are 
not”(ACT, 2006a).!

• For career readiness:!
• “According to an ACT (2006b) study of skills 

needed for occupations that do not require a 
college degree but that provide a living wage, the 
reading and mathematics skills needed to obtain 
and hold these jobs are similar to those needed to 
succeed in college” (Fisher, Frey, & Lapp, 2012).



Crisis of Complexity

• “While reading demands in college, workforce 
training programs, and life in general have held 
steady or increased over the last half century, K–12 
texts have actually declined in sophistication, and 
relatively little attention has been paid to students’ 
ability to read complex texts independently. !

• These conditions have left a serious gap between 
many high school seniors’ reading ability and the 
reading requirements they will face after graduation. !

!

Common Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects,  Appendix A



Crisis of Complexity

!

• Complexity of texts students are expected to handle has 
eroded:!

! ! -High school texts have declined in all areas over 
several decades!

! ! -Average length of sentences in K-8 have declined 
from 20 to 14 words!

! ! -Vocabulary demands have declined e.g. 8th grade 
texts equivalent to former 5 th grade texts. 12th grade 
anthologies equal to former 7th grade!

! ! ! ! ! ! Appendix A CCSS!

! !



Crisis of Complexity

• Complexity of college and career texts have 
remained steady or increased!

! ! -Lexiles of college texts have not decreased 
since 1962 and in fact, have increased!

! ! -Vocabulary difficulty of newspapers has 
remained stable!

! ! -Word difficulty of scientific journals and 
magazines from 1930-1990 has increased since 
1930!

! ! ! ! ! ! Appendix A CCSS



The New York State Common Core 
Learning Standards

The  Six Shifts



Six Shifts in ELA Literacy  

Shift in Standards….!

1. Balancing Informational 
and Literary Text!

2. Building Knowledge in 
the Disciplines!

3. Staircase of Complexity!

4. Text-based Answers!

5. Writing from Sources!

6. Academic Vocabulary

1&2 Nonfiction Texts 
Authentic Text

3 Higher Level of Text 
Complexity 
Paired Passages

4&5 Focus on command of 
evidence from text: 
rubrics and prompts

6 Academic Vocabulary

Shift in Assessments…



STANDARDS THROUGH A 
STUDENT’S LENS

!

•Read Like a Detective!

•Write Like a Reporter



Balancing information and Literacy Texts: PK-5

• Students read a true balance of informational and 
literary texts. Elementary school classrooms are, 
therefore, places where students access the world – 
science, social studies, the arts and literature – through 
text. At least 50% of what students read is 
informational.!

!

What the Student Does…!

!

• Build background knowledge to increase reading skill.!
• Exposure to the world through reading.!
• Apply strategies to reading informational text.



Building Knowledge in the Disciplines: 

6-12

Content area teachers outside of the ELA classroom 
emphasize literacy experiences in their planning and 
instruction. Students learn through domain-specific texts in 
science and social studies classrooms – rather than referring 
to the text, they are expected to learn from what they read.!

!
What the Student Does…!

!
• Become better readers by building background knowledge.!
• Handle primary source documents with confidence.!
• Infer, like a detective, where the evidence is in a text to 

support an argument or opinion.!
• See the text itself as a source of evidence (what did it say 

vs. what did it not say?).



Staircase of Complexity

• In order to prepare students for the complexity of college 
and career ready texts, each grade level requires a “step” 
of growth on the “staircase.” !

• Students read the central, grade appropriate text around 
which instruction is centered.!

• Teachers are patient, create more time and space in the 
curriculum for this close and careful reading, and provide 
appropriate and necessary scaffolding and supports so 
that it is possible for students reading below grade level.!

!
What the Student Does…!
• Read to see what more they can find and learn as they 

re-read texts again and again.!
• Read material at own level to build joy of reading and 

pleasure in the world.!
• Be persistent despite challenges when reading; good 

readers tolerate frustration.



Text-Based Answers

• Students have rich and rigorous conversations which are 
dependent on a common text.!

•  Teachers insist that classroom experiences stay deeply 
connected to the text on the page and that students develop 
habits for making evidentiary arguments both in conversation, 
as well as in writing to assess comprehension of a text.!

!
What the Student Does…!

!
• Go back to text to find evidence to support their argument in 

a thoughtful, careful, precise way.!
• Develop a fascination with reading.!
• Create own judgments and become scholars, rather than 

witnesses of the text. !
• Conducting reading as a close reading of the text and 

engaging with the author and what the author is trying to say 
.



Academic Vocabulary

• Students constantly build the vocabulary they need to 

access grade level complex texts. !

• By focusing strategically on comprehension of pivotal and 

commonly found words (such as “discourse,” 

“generation,” “theory,” and “principled”) and less on 

esoteric literary terms (such as “onomatopoeia” or 

“homonym”), teachers constantly build students’ ability to 

access more complex texts across the content areas. !

• What the Student Does…!

• Spend more time learning words across “webs” and 

associating words with others instead of learning 

individual, isolated vocabulary words.

theory



Writing From Sources

• Writing needs to emphasize use of evidence to inform or 
make an argument rather than the personal narrative and 
other forms of decontextualized prompts. !

• While the narrative still has an important role, students 
develop skills through written arguments that respond to 
the ideas, events, facts, and arguments presented in the 
texts they read.!

!

• What the Student Does…!

• Begin to generate own informational texts.!
• Make arguments in writing using evidence.!
• Compare multiple texts in writing.!

!

!

!



Module Elements
• Central, Authentic Texts!

• Rigorous lessons devoted to the Central Texts!

• Recommended Texts !

• Mix of Fiction and Non- Fiction!

• Scaffolded for deep reading and deep thinking !

• Rereading to develop deeper understanding of Central 
Texts!

• Homework !

• Formative and Summative Assessments that prepare 
students for the on-demand tasks of the state tests !

• Lessons and assessments are back-mapped from 
standards making them transparent to teacher and 
students.



 Sample Central Texts in Module One: 3-8

• Grade Three: Rain School, The Librarian from Basra, My 
Librarian is a Camel !

• Grade Four: RI: Selections from The Iroquois Constitution/
RL Eagle Song !

• Grade Five: RI: The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights/RL: Esperanza Rising!

• Grade Six: RL: The Lightning Thief, D’Aulaires Book of 
Greek Myths RI: The Hero’s Journey!

• Grade Seven: RL: A Long Walk to Water/ RI: Sudanese 
Tribes Confront Modern War!

• Grade 8: RL: Inside Out and Back Again/RI “The Vietnam 
Wars”



Module Characteristics
• Promotes:!

! ! -structured collaboration and conversation 
among students!

! ! -active participation of all students!

! ! -reading and rereading to think deeply,  
moving from explicit to inferential to draw 
conclusions ! !

! ! -inquiry-based: start with questions!

! ! -student’s accountability for learning through 
the use of learning targets. 



Daily Learning Targets

• “I can” statements that use the language of 

the CCLS.!

Grade 4: !
• I can explain what a text says using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)!

• I can explain the main points in a historical text accurately. (RI.4.3)!

• I can engage effectively in a collaborative discussion. (SL.4.1)!

Grade 8:!
• I can analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone in 

informational text. (RI.8.4)!

• I can analyze how specific dialogue or incidents in a plot propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. (RL.8.3)!

• I can effectively engage in discussions with diverse partners about 

eighth-grade topics, texts, and issues (SL.8.1)



Core Proficiency Units 9-12

• Reading Closely for Textual Details!

• Making Evidence –Based Claims about 
Literary Techniques!

• Researching for Deeper Understanding!

• Building Evidence-Based Arguments!

!

• Each three to four weeks long!

• Built on texts from the NYSED 9-12 Text List



Sample Texts in Reading Closely Core 
Proficiency Unit

• Grade 9: Brain Game!

• Grade 10 : Modern Battlefield!

• Grade 11: Promised Land!

• Grade 12: Life Steps Almost Straight!

!

• Letters, Personal Narrative, Speeches, Treatises, 

Poems, Videos!

• People: Helen Keller, Eleanor Roosevelt, Horace 

Mann, Thomas Jefferson



Sample Texts from Other Core 
Proficiency Units

!

• The Short Happy Life of Francis 
Macomber: Ernest Hemingway!

• Emily Dickinson/Robert Frost!

• The Red Convertible !

• On the Rainy River



“The best thing for being sad," replied Merlin, beginning to puff and 
blow, "is to learn something. That's the only thing that never fails. 
You may grow old and trembling in your anatomies; you may lie 

awake at night listening to the disorder of your veins; you may miss 
your only love; you may see the world about you devastated by evil 

lunatics, or know your honour trampled in the sewers of baser 
minds. There is only one thing for it then — to learn. Learn why the 
world wags and what wags it. That is the only thing which the mind 
can never exhaust, never alienate, never be tortured by, never fear 
or distrust, and never dream of regretting. Learning is the only thing 

for you. Look what a lot of things there are to learn.” 
 

  !  

! ! !

The Once and Future King 
      TH White  



Text Rendering of T.H. White

• Choose one sentence!
• Choose one phrase!
• Choose one word!
• Round 1: Each person shares the sentence that 

he/she feels is particularly significant!
• Round 2: Each person shares a phrase that he/

she feels is particularly significant!
• Round 3: Each person shares a word that he/she 

feels is particularly significant!
• Debrief for application to the classroom



Resources and Links

• http://www.engageny.org!

• http://www.achievethecore.org!

• http://www.teachingchannel.org


